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BONUS #4: 14-DAY NIGERIAN NURSERY VOLUNTEERING ACTION PLAN & TEMPLATES

BONUS 04 — SECTION 01

How to Get Real Nursery Experience in Nigeria in 14 Days
(Even If You Work Full-Time in a Bank, Tech, or
Engineering)

"You do not need a degree in Education to get funded — stretched UK admissions tutors just want

proof that you have spent a few real days in a room with children aged O to 5."

1.1 The 4-Step Local Nursery Volunteering Blueprint

Day 1 — Pick a Registered Local Creche / Montessori Nursery Near Your Home: Look for a clean,
registered private nursery or primary school in your neighbourhood that has a Creche (0-2 years),

Playgroup/Toddler room (2-3 years), and Nursery/Reception class (3-5 years). Bonus points if the

school advertises "British / Montessori Early Years Curriculum”.

Day 2 — Introduce Yourself to the Proprietress / Head of School Using This Exact Script: Walk in
politely dressed, show your BSc certificate or work ID, and say: "Good morning Ma/Sir. | am a
graduate applying for a postgraduate Early Years Teacher Training programme in England. As part
of my preparation, | need 10 to 14 days of unpaid classroom observation and volunteering assisting
your lead nursery practitioners with circle time, story reading, and play-based learning for

children aged 0 to 5. | would love to volunteer here for free and obtain a reference letter upon
completion." 95% of school owners in Nigeria will gladly say YES on the spot!

Days 3 to 14 — Record 3 Concrete "EYFS-Style" Observations Using the Worksheet Below: Do not
sit looking at your phone! Assist the teachers with story circles, water/sand play, and phonics
songs, and fill out the Observation Log below.

Day 14 — Collect Your Signed Reference Letter & Official School Email Contact: Hand the
Proprietress/Head Teacher the Ready-to-Sign Reference Letter Template below to print on the

school's official letterhead and sign.

BONUS 04 — TEMPLATE #1 (EYFS OBSERVATION LOG)

1.2 Your 14-Day EYFS Classroom Observation Log Worksheet (Use in Your Essay
& Zoom Interview!)

EYFS Focus Area What to Observe & Support in How to Describe It in Your UK
the Nigerian Nursery (Ages 0-5) Personal Statement & Interview
Moment 1. Communication & Observe how a toddler (18—-36 "During small-group story time with
Language (Prime Area 1) months) uses single words or 2-year-olds, | used open-ended prompts
gestures during story time or and patient serve-and-return modelling
outdoor play, and how the adult to help a quiet toddler expand single
models a 2-to-3-word phrase back words into short phrases.”

("serve-and-return").
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BONUS #4: 14-DAY NIGERIAN NURSERY VOLUNTEERING

EYFS Focus Area

What to Observe & Support in
the Nigerian Nursery (Ages 0-5)

ACTION PLAN & TEMPLATES (CONT.)

How to Describe It in Your UK
Personal Statement & Interview

Moment 2: Personal, Social
& Emotional Regulation
(Prime Area 3)

Moment 3: Child-Led Play &
Early Maths/Literacy
(Specific Areas)

Moment 4: Safeguarding,
Hygiene & Safe Transitions

Observe how two 3-year-olds clash
over sharing building blocks or
toys, and how you calm the
frustration at eye level using a
sand-timer or turn-taking song.

Observe how children aged 3-5
learn counting, measuring (“full,"
"empty," "heavier"), or letter
sounds naturally through water

tubs, sand play, or counting beads.

Observe morning parent drop-off
routines, sign-in/sign-out
registers, allergy checks, and how
anxious toddlers are comforted by
their Key Person.

"When two 3-year-olds struggled to
share construction blocks, | knelt to eye
level, validated their feelings, and
introduced a visual timer to scaffold
calm turn-taking."

"Rather than rote memorisation, | set up
tactile water and sand stations where
4-year-olds explored capacity and early
mathematical vocabulary through
child-led play."

"| supported safe morning drop-off

transitions, sign-in/out safeguarding
protocols, and worked with the lead
practitioner to help a newly enrolled
child settle securely."

BONUS 04 — TEMPLATE #2 (SCHOOL REFERENCE LETTER)

1.3 Ready-to-Sign Nigerian Creche / Nursery Volunteering Reference Letter

Template

Give this word-for-word template to the Proprietress or Head Teacher of the Nigerian nursery

where you volunteered so they can print it on official school letterhead and upload/email it when

your UK university requests your second reference:

[PRINT ON OFFICIAL NIGERIAN NURSERY / MONTESSORI SCHOOL LETTERHEAD]

Date: [Insert Date]

To: The Admissions Tutor, Early Years Initial Teacher Training (EYITT), United Kingdom
RE: EARLY YEARS CLASSROOM OBSERVATION & VOLUNTEERING REFERENCE FOR [YOUR FULL

NAME]

| write in my capacity as the Head of Early Years / Proprietress of [Name of Nursery School, City,
Nigeria], a registered early childhood education setting catering for children aged 3 months to 5 years.

| am pleased to confirm that [Your Full Name] completed structured classroom observation and practical
volunteering in our Baby/Toddler Room (ages 0-3) and Preschool/Reception Class (ages 3-5) from [Start

Date] to [End Date].

During this placement, [First Name] worked alongside our lead practitioners to support play-based
learning, phonics and story circles, early numeracy activities, outdoor physical exploration, and daily
observation logging. [He/She] demonstrated exceptional warmth, patience, natural rapport with young
children, and a clear understanding of child safeguarding, hygiene, and emotional regulation.

I have no hesitation in recommending [Your Full Name] as a mature, reliable, and highly suitable candidate
for postgraduate Early Years Initial Teacher Training (EYITT) in England. Please feel free to contact me
at the official school email or phone number above should you require any further verification.

Yours faithfully,

[Signature & Official School Stamp]

[Name of Head Teacher / Proprietress] | [Official School Email & Phone Number]
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